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December 17, 2018
Holiday Greetings Video
Season's Greetings from SMC Campus Chaplain Father Hai Ho. Recognizing
the challenges many have faced in 2018, Father Hai shares his wishes for all
to enjoy a blessed Christmas filled with peace. Check out the video.
Recognition Dinner Celebrates Longtime SMC Faculty
In a flashback story from the
beginning of the fall term, we
note a celebration of SMC
professors during the annual
Faculty Recognition Dinner.
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The September gathering
honored a diverse group of
faculty members who have
been with the College for 15
to 40 years. The soiree, held
at the Soda Center, began
with tasty hors d’oeuvres and
drinks followed by a sit-
down, gourmet dinner—and
accolades from a large
crowd of faculty members.
Read More Here
Fall Magazine Highlight: Panda Nation: New Book
Investigates China’s Modern Icon
A spotlight story from the Fall issue of Saint Mary's
magazine, which is now online (Click Here),
focuses on Panda Nation: The Construction and
Conservation of China's Modern Icon. The new
book by Saint Mary’s Associate Professor of
History E. Elena Songster reveals how the giant
panda became an internationally beloved creature
and a symbol of the People’s Republic of China,
and helped the country emerge upon the world's
stage. Read More Here
Community Spotlight: The Library’s Norm Partridge Has a
Secret
Step inside the library a ways
some late afternoon or gray
evening, and you’ll encounter
Norm Partridge, the night
service manager, generously
assisting sleepy yet inquisitive
students. With his all-
embracing, friendly personality,
Partridge, who’s been on duty
for 20 years, no doubt knows
just the book each student
needs, and where to find it. But
there’s something a little
spooky that you might not
know about the gregarious Partridge: He is an award-winning author of horror
books—one of which may soon show up on a movie screen near you. Read
More Here
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Facilities Update
Facilities Services has a
number of projects scheduled
during the December/January
break. Notable projects
include the carpeting and
painting of classrooms and
hallways in Garaventa Hall,
planting trees on the east side
of Galileo Hall, and the
replacement of the hot water
boiler serving Michael Ageno
Hall. “We also scheduled the
replacement of the
earthquake/seismic valve on the main natural gas feed to the main campus,”
says Director of Facilities Services Michael Viola. “This important infrastructure
upgrade is scheduled for Tuesday, Dec. 18, at 6:30 a.m. There may be minimal
impact during the early morning hours between 6:30 and 8:30 a.m., as hot
water and heating systems will be unavailable while the gas is turned off. We
anticipate having all systems serving academic and administrative buildings
operating normally by 9:00 a.m., and the residence halls and remaining
buildings will follow.” For a complete listing of all Facilities Services’ scheduled
projects, click here.
SMC Staff: Enjoy a Week of Stress-Relieving Opportunities
Human Resources and Staff
Council want staff to reflect on 2018
and de-stress during Develop
Yourself Week, Dec. 17 to Dec. 21.
Join the fun on Monday for lunch
with HR, a mentor, or a colleague at
Café Louie. Tuesday offers a
Reflective Brunch Retreat in the
Center for Women and Gender
Equity, as well as a chance to
complete the self-guided Sexual
Harassment Training. On
Wednesday, drop by a Managing
Stress class or Meditation for Stress Reduction in Spanish, both in the Soda
Center. Thursday brings a second chance for the self-guided Sexual
Harassment Training. Contact Maura Wolf for more info: mpw2@stmarys-
ca.edu. Read the Flyer Here
View - Merry Christmas
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Silent Night, Holy Night. May the spirit of the holiday season bless you with joy
and peace, and may you embrace the magic of Christmas with family, friends,
and community.
This Week on Campus
Announcements
Staff Christmas Caroling Mixer on 12/19
Events
12/17 - Staff Lunch with HR, Mentor, or Colleague
12/18 - Staff Reflective Brunch Retreat
12/18 - Staff Self-Guided Sexual Harassment Training
12/19 - Managing Stress for Staff
12/19 - Staff Meditation for Stress Reduction in Spanish
12/19 - Christmas Caroling Mixer - Staff Activities
12/20 - Staff Self-Guided Sexual Harassment Training
More Events | Student Organizations Activities
Religious Services
Sunday Mass in the Chapel. View the schedule.
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De La Salle Reflection
For the week of December 17
Go Gaels
WBB | Gaels Begin Six-Game Road Stretch Against UC
Davis
SMC leads the conference (29th in the nation) in assists per game (17.4) and
in average defensive rebounds (30.5). Sophomore Emily Codding leads the
Gaels thanks to an outpouring of 26 points in her last game, a new career high.
This will be the 12th-consecutive season that Saint Mary's and UC Davis have
gone head-to-head and the 16th time overall (dating back to 1987). Go Gaels!
Come Cheer on Our Team This Wednesday
 The men's basketball team will be playing Bucknell at 7 p.m. this Wednesday,
Dec.19. Come cheer on our team and participate in Lamorinda night! It will be
a great time out. Additionally, the Athletic Department would like to offer
all SMC faculty and staff 2 tickets to the game. Individuals can stop by the
Athletic Ticket Office between the hours of 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. to get their
tickets. 
Did You Know?
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The Deadline to Apply for the Provost's Academic
Growth and Innovation Fund Has Been Extended
Says Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs Margaret Kasimatis: “I
am inspired by the exciting ideas that are circulating related to the Academic
Growth and Innovation Fund. I am also sympathetic to the fact that faculty who
just turned their grades in today will have trouble completing their applications
by Tuesday. For that reason, we will extend the deadline to Friday, Dec. 21, to
help those who have partially prepared ideas get them to completion.”
Do you have a little-known tidbit or story about Saint Mary’s? Send it to
Campus News.
Let us remember that we are in the holy presence of God.
Major learning. Minor pretense.
